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The conference this year focuses attention on Migration, Labor, and Inclusion in the
American Experiment: A Comparative Exploration of Past and Present. When a massive
strike of silver miners in Leadville, Colorado exploded in May of 1880, Michael Mooney -
the Dubin-born leader of the union - declared “We may not have the whole American
flag, but we have earned a corner of it.” Irish immigrants to North America faced
desperate circumstances. Entry into the American mainstream meant overcoming
myriad obstacles and involved reshaping themselves culturally, socially, and politically
as they navigated toward acceptance. This conference seeks to examine how this
process worked and the choices and adjustments that migrants made to their
identities and practices, along with the strategies and tactics that they used to build
social and community strength in the streets, their workplaces, the arts, and the public
sphere. Today, migrants from other parts of the world navigate a similar terrain. Panel
discussions include comparative perspectives to migrant communities today from
other parts of the world, asking what we can learn from the past during this time of
exclusion, from scholars across all stages of their careers, including graduate and
undergraduate students, independent scholars, and artists.

What is ACIS?

The American Conference for Irish Studies is a multidisciplinary international scholarly
organization. Founded in 1960, it is the oldest and largest academic organization
dedicated to the study of Ireland and the Irish. Each spring the ACIS holds a national
conference. Regional meetings are held every autumn in the New England, Mid-
Atlantic, Midwest, and Western regions; the Southern regional takes place in the winter.
Both national and regional meetings include plenary speakers, academic sessions in all
fields of Irish Studies, poetry and fiction readings, films, and performances of Irish
music and plays.



Michael Patrick MacDonald is the author of the New
York Times Bestseller, All Souls: A Family Story from
Southie, and the acclaimed Easter Rising: A Memoir
of Roots and Rebellion. He has won the American
Book Award, a New England Literary Lights Award,
and an Outstanding Book Award from the
GustavusMyers Center for the Study of Bigotry and
Human Rights in North America. Both of his books are
frequent selections for campus reads.

After losing four siblings and seeing his generation
decimated by poverty, crime, addiction, and
incarceration, MacDonald became a leading Boston
organizer, helping to launch many anti-violence
initiatives, including gun-buyback programs and
support networks for survivors. He continues to work
with survivor families, educators, and organizers,
using his trauma-informed, transformative
storytelling curriculum, The Rest of the Story. 

In 2019, he received a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award to teach at Queen's University,
Belfast. He is Professor of the Practice in Northeastern University’s Honors Program,
teaching writing and social justice issues, and at Harvard Summer School, where he
teaches the role of personal narrative in restorative and transformative justice. He is
currently writing his third book of narrative nonfiction. 

Michael Patrick
MacDonald
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Sean McKernan is an accomplished and
internationally renowned photographer who has
documented the social, cultural, and political life
of Belfast over the past 45 years. In 1983, he co-
founded the award-winning Belfast Exposed
Community Photography Project, which he
directed until 2001. His distinctive style of work
that resonates with the communities he portrays
has been extensively exhibited throughout Europe,
America, and Australia, and is housed in many
private collections both at home and abroad.

As a highly respected social photographer, his work provides a powerful visual
account of Belfast’s turbulent history and its fragile journey towards peace. His
extensive collection of images explores the challenges and resilience of a
divided society, capturing moments that reveal both conflict and hope. Now
working as a freelance photographer with his Shoot Belfast Project, he continues
to deliver socially engaging photography projects throughout Ireland. In 2024, he
was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution to
photography at a special event in Belfast City Hall.

Sean McKernan

Molly Sturdevant was an associate professor of early
modern philosophy for ten years before pivoting to a
career in editing and writing. Her sense of place and
economic realities are at the core of her prose and poetry,
which have appeared in After Hours Press, Orion
Magazine, The Dark Mountain Project, Crab Creek Review,
Poetry Northwest, About Place Journal, and many other
places. Nominated for a Best of the Net and a Pushcart, she
is recognized as a Western Federation of Miners Union
Scholar, and has served as a reader for Pithead
ChaMichpel Magazine and The Maine Review. 

Her debut novel, The Sleepers, brings to life the true story of a
19th-century labor strike, researched in union archives (Regal
House Publishing, September 2026). Her work has been
supported by residences at the HJ Andrews Experimental
Forest and Elsewhere Studios. She grew up in Colorado, lives
in the Midwest, and is working on a second novel.

Molly Sturdevant



Dublin Gulch was founded
many decades ago in
Butte, Montana, giving
musical voice to the long
history of Butte's Irish
American community.
Their music touches on
the story of copper mining
and transatlantic ethnic
identity.

Performances By:

Dublin Gulch Las Juntas: An Comar

Las Juntas: An Comar is an interdisciplinary
collaborative production five years in the
making and born out of a series of artistic
exchanges on the banks of the Rio Grande,
on the US-Mexico border, and River Foyle, in
the North of Ireland. Drawing together
varied artistic practices - music,
soundscape, theater, narration,
photography, illustration, performance art,
installation and dance - Las Juntas: An
Comar weaves the threads of historical and
contemporary connectivity between Irish
and Mexican communities at home and in
their diasporas, embodying and animating
the possibilities of transnational solidarity in
bridging the fracturing landscape of late-
stage capitalism.
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 “We may not have the whole American flag,
but we have earned a corner of it.”

-Michael Mooney
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